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Toolbox Consulting Ltd. produces hosted pre and post tours on behalf of Matka 2022 Nordic Travel Fair 

 
Lake Saimaa Purest Finland,  
Lappeenranta and Imatra region,  
goSaimaa 
Pre Tour 15.1 – 18.1.2022 
 
In the waters of Lake Saimaa, by far the greatest attraction is nature: archipelago 
with 14 000 islands, lake scenery and the clear water. The Lake Saimaa region, 
cities of Lappeenranta and Imatra are partly located near the Russian border only a 
couple of hours away from the Finnish capital of Helsinki. From Helsinki you can 
easily get here by train, bus or car within just a few hours. In the summer you can 
also travel visa-free to Russia from Lappeenranta and combine the beautiful 
Lakeland nature with the cultural metropolis of St. Petersburg. Direct flights with 
Ryanair from Berlin, Memmingen, Vienna, Milan Bergamo and Budapest are 
available to Lappeenranta Airport (LPP). Lappeenranta and Imatra are located in the 
region of South Karelia in south-eastern Finland. The region’s cultural life is rich and 
varied, mixing both old and new. Enjoy the beautiful and pure Finnish nature, 
magnificent Lakeland views, intriguing cultural sights in addition to local food and 
people.  
 

Distances (km) 
From Helsinki to Lappeenranta 220 km 
From Lappeenranta to St. Petersburg 190 km 
From Lappeenranta to Imatra 35 km 
From Rauha area (Holiday Club) to Imatra city 
center 7 km 
 

Lake Saimaa - Finland's largest lake,  
fourth largest in Europe 
Surface area................................ 4,460 km2  
Maximum length...........................194 km 
Maximum width.............................138 km 
Shore length.................................14,850 km 
Number of islands.........................13,710 

 
goSaimaa Ltd – the official destination 
marketing company on the Lake Saimaa, Finland 
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Programme      

Saturday 15.1.2022 
Lake Saimaa Purest Finland, Lappeenranta & Imatra region, goSaimaa 

 

14:30  Departure from Helsinki to Lappeenranta, one stop on the way (c. 3,5 hours drive, incl. one stop).  
Bus stop at Kiasma, Contemporary Art Museum in Helsinki, Address: Mannerheiminaukio 2, 00100 Helsinki. 
The bus and the travel assistant are having a sign “Matka Workshop Day 2022 Pretour”. 

18:00 Arrival to Lappeenranta.  

  

Check-in to Original Sokos Hotel Lappee, site inspection.  

 

Original Sokos Hotel Lappee is situated in the middle of a shopping center 
IsoKristiina which also is the location for the city theatre. Original Sokos Hotel 
Lappee is known for its green values and excellent customer service. 
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/original-sokos-hotel-lappee/  

20:00 Dinner at Angus Steak & Wine in the city center (c. 5 min walk from the hotel) 
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/angus-steak-wine/   

Sunday 16.1.2022 
Lake Saimaa Purest Finland, Lappeenranta & Imatra region, goSaimaa  

 Breakfast at the hotel Original Sokos Hotel Lappee, breakfast is available at 07:30.  
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 Check-out.  

 

09:00 Departure from the hotel to a nature trip with Saimaa Naturally guide Mr. Teemu Virtanen. 

Soft activities with the guide in the shores of a lake or on the ice (depending on the ice situation).  

13:00 Lunch at Säräpirtti Kippurasarvi 

 

Särä from Lemi is one of Finland’s seven wonders. The only restaurant in Finland 
serving only one dish, särä. Prepared from a thousand-year-old recipe, this traditional 
lamb roast is delicious beyond compare. 
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/sarapirtti-kippurasarvi/  

15:15 Site inspection to Salpalinjan Hovi Apartment Hotel 

 Salpalinjan Hovi hotel has six warmly decorated rooms as the building is a former school. 
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/salpalinjan-hovi/   

16:15 Site inspection to hotel Rakuuna  

Hotel Rakuuna is located on the historic Rakuunamäki area. Former military 

building has been turned into a hotel, opened 2019. Decorative rooms guarantee 
total relaxation and a good night sleep.  

https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/hotelli-rakuuna/  

16:45 Transfer to Imatra via Lappeenranta Fortress and Harbor area introduced by goSaimaa host 
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17:30 Imatran Kylpylä Spa Resort, site inspection, spa & dinner 

  

 Imatran Kylpylä Spa Resort offers multiple choices for accommodation: hotel rooms, hostel rooms, 
villas and apartments, the resort has the most versatile spa section in Eastern-Finland as the spa 
area consist of 16 different pools.  
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/imatran-kylpyla/  

20:30 Dinner at Imatran Kylpylä Spa Resort 

Monday 17.1.2022 
Lake Saimaa Purest Finland, Lappeenranta & Imatra region, goSaimaa  

  Breakfast at the hotel Imatran Kylpylä Spa Resort, breakfast is available at 06:00 
 
10:00 Nature experience with Discover Saimaa, soft activity (depending on weather conditions). 
 https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/discover-saimaa/  
 
12.30 Floating in the Lake Saimaa at Hossukan Helmi (the Pearl of Oasis) with Tuplakasi-action team & 

lunch. 

Floating is a year-round activity for everyone. Swimming skills are not necessary 
as a warm dry suit keeps you on the surface. This activity will take you on a safe, 
relaxing journey on the clear waters of Lake Saimaa. Floating in the cold winter 
weather is a remarkable experience – you will face ice-cold water and the heat of 
a dry suit. Imagine yourself peacefully floating with the drift enjoying magnificent 
landscapes - is there really a better way of relaxing.  
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/kellunta-tuplakasi/ & 
https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/hossukan-helmi/  

Please note! While floating you won’t get wet, but we recommend taking change 
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of clothes with you. It might get a bit chilly, please wear warm clothes.  

 

15.45 Arrival to Holiday Club Saimaa, a spa hotel on the shore of Lake Saimaa Purest 
Finland, site inspection & dinner.  

 
Holiday Club Saimaa is located in Lappeenranta, Rauha region, only 5 minutes from Imatra. Holiday 
Club Saimaa has hotel rooms of different style, villas, holiday homes and of course 
the spa and an excellent sauna department. https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/holiday-
club-saimaa/  
 

20:00 Dinner at O’Learys -restaurant at the hotel 

Tuesday 18.1.2022 
Lake Saimaa Purest Finland, Lappeenranta & Imatra region, goSaimaa 

 Breakfast at the hotel Holiday Club Saimaa, breakfast is available at 07:00.  
Check-out. 

09:00  Departure with the bus - Imatra city tour with a local guide Mrs. Riitta Mustonen 
 

 
Imatra is said to be the birthplace of Finnish tourism, Imatrankoski rapids and the 

Crowne Park have great views and atmosphere. One of the Saimaa UNESCO 
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Global Geopark sites is located here.  

https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/tietoa-alueesta/imatra/  

 

11:45 Site inspection Hotel Salpa & lunch 

Hotel Salpa is located on the shores of Lake Kivijärvi, a 20 min drive from 

Lappeenranta (45 min from Imatra). 
 https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/hotel-salpa/  

 

13:45 Coffee break at Tuhannen Tarinan Talo (the house of thousand tales) a family-

owned farmhouse stay in a small village of Kannuskoski.  

https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/tuhannen-tarinan-talo/  

 
15.15 Departure to Helsinki (time of travel 2,5 hours by bus) 

Bus stop is Kiasma - Contemporary Art Museum in Helsinki city centre. Address: Mannerheiminaukio 2, 
00100 Helsinki. Fully hosted tour ends at Kiasma. There is no Matka Workshop Day 2022 Dispatcher 
waiting you at Kiasma – Contemporary Art Museum. You need to take care of your further 
transportation and accommodation. There are taxis, buses, metro and train services available. 
 

Recommended Good walking shoes and warm clothing because we will spend time 

outside and the weather can be cold and rainy. Swimsuit.  

More information  There are more information about our destination/company by 

clicking the link: https://www.gosaimaa.com/en/  

  Your host is: 

  Mrs. Riina Helppi-Kurki, project manager, goSaimaa Ltd 

tel. +358 40 845 2857, riina.helppi-kurki@gosaimaa.com  

 

Our official channels 
www.gosaimaa.com/en    
www.youtube.com/gosaimaa     
www.facebook.com/LakelandFinland    
www.instagram.com/gosaimaa   
#gosaimaa #lakesaimaa #purestfinland  

 

goSaimaa Ltd’s DigiSaimaa project (A77603, ERDF) is funded as a part of the European Union’s response to 
the covid-19 pandemic (REACT-EU).  

goSaimaa reserves the right for changes.  
Timetable subject to change. 
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Cancellation policy Please note that there is no-show fee and some destinations  

  may request an earlier deadline for cancellation, as well as  

  your credit card information. Remember to read the terms 

  Terms of cancellation:  

  Cancellation fee:  

  After the 8th of January 2022: 250,00 euros. 

  The Buyer must contact the Organizer via email:  

Mr. Mikael Hasegawa, mikael.hasegawa@toolboxtravel.fi  
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